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CALEXICO

Villalobos named Veteran
of the Year

Rudolph
“Rudy” Vil-
lalobos, 97,
of Calexico,
was selected
by Sen. Ben
Hueso, D-San
Diego, as
2020 Veteran
of the Year for
the 40th Sen-
ate District.

Hueso
made the an-
nouncement
on Feb. 17
via a news
release, and
mentioned
this honor in
his e-newslet-
ter issued Friday.

“Rudy is not only a highly-decorat-
ed veteran, he is a role model for all
who meet him, and has contributed
immensely to the prosperity of our
nation through both his military and
civilian service,” Hueso said.

Hueso’s office announced the call
for nominations for Veteran of the
Year in November 2020 as a way to
honor all the selfless contributions of
veterans and service members to the
community.

Nominees were eligible if they reside
in, or have significantly contributed
to, the 40th Senate District and have
served in the U.S. military on active
duty or reserves for any length of time,
in any location.

Villalobos served in the U.S. Air
Force during World War IT and was
highly decorated for his service.

He has earned the Victory Medal;
European African Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal (4 battle stars); Asi-
atic Pacific Campaign Medal; Amer-
ican Campaign Medal; Presidential
Citation (Distinguished Unit Badge
with one Oak leaf cluster); Chinese
War Memorial Badge and Ribbon;
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Med-
al with five oak leaf clusters and the
Good Conduct Medal.

He enlisted on Dec. 9, 1942, serv-
ing in the 8th Air Force, 96th Bomb
Group, as a radio operator/gunner on
a B-17 “Flying Fortress.”

Villalobos flew 32 missions during
his career — 17 over France, 14 over
Germany, and one over the Czech Re-
public. He was honorably discharged
on Dec. 7, 1945.

After the war, Rudy worked for the
U.S. Department of Labor in Mexico,
and then the U.S. Justice Department
as an immigration supervisor.

He retired after 34 years in govern-
ment service.

In 2015, the Consul General of
France presented Rudy with the Na-
tional Order of The Legion of Honor
in the rank of Chevalier for his par-
ticipation in the liberation of France
during World War II.

Villalobos also served as the Grand
Marshall in the fifth annual Imperial
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County Veterans Day Parade in 2018.
Villalobos lives in Calexico with his
wife of 69 years, Maria Teresa Vil-
lalobos.
Together, they have nine children,

| 29 grandchildren and six great grand-

children, the news release stated.
—Vincent Osuna,
vosuna@ivpressonline.com

EL CENTRO

Vandal smashes windows
to 8 vehicles

Eight vehicles in the vicinity of the
Holiday Inn Express and Motel 6 on
Smoketree Drive had their windows
broken Friday night by an unidenti-
fied man wielding a baseball bat.

Someone called El Centro Police
Department about 10:56 p.m. and said
a man wearing a white shirt and jeans
had broken about five vehicle win-
dows at the Holiday Inn Express, 350
Smoketree Drive.

Another caller from the Holiday
Inn said the man was last seen headed
across the street to the Motel 6, ECPD
radio logs said.

Guests at the Motel 6 said the sus-
pect was at a transient encampment
in the area of Interstate 8 and the rail-
road tracks.

A police search of that area, as well
as the vicinity of Second Street and
Wake Avenue, did not yield the sus-
pect, according to logs.

Vehicle reported damaged were a
white Subaru Legacy, a gray Hyundai
Accent, a red Nissan Frontier, a gray
Dodge Caravan, a black Chevy Malibu,
a tan Chevy Silverado, a black GMC
Arcadia and a white Ford F-150.

Unable to contact the owners at the
scene, police left a case number card
behind on each vehicle, logs said.

The suspect was described as a
Hispanic male adult standing about
5-foot-5 and weighing about 160
pounds.

Mask request results in
fight

El Centro Police responded Friday
night to a report of a disturbance at a
local restaurant and tavern that start-
ed over someone refusing to wear a
facemask.

According to ECPD logs, the victim
apparently asked another man to put
on his facemask at Lovin’s Cantina,
459 W. Main St., and was rewarded
with a “sucker punch” to the face. The
assault resulted in an extended physi-
cal altercation that continued outside
the restaurant and allegedly involved
the victim being threatened with a
knife.

The suspect, described as a 31-year-
old Hispanic male, was gone when
ECPD responded to the scene, logs
said. The victim declined to pursue
prosecution. He was examined by
AMR personnel and advised of his
options.

It was not clear from the logs
whether the victim was an employee
of the restaurant.

—Tom Bodus,
tbodus@ivpressonline.com

Results for Saturday, February 27

Daily 3 Midday 5-8-1
Daily 3 Evening 7-6-6
Daily 4 5-3-2-4

Daily Derby

Race time 1:48.86
1st O1 - Gold Rush

Fantasy 5 5-6-9-22-32
Powerball 2-28-31-44-52
Power 18

2nd 11 - Money Bags
3rd 02 - Lucky Star

We are hiring!

Imperial Gold is seeking a full-time
Environmental Technician who will be
responsible for collecting, analyzing, and
synthesizing data into technical documents.

Imperial Gold offers an excellent
compensation and benefits package
including medical, dental, vision, life
insurance, 401(K) plan, and paid holidays.

Interested candidates please send a cover
letter and resume to hr@imperialgold.org.

Learn more at: www.imperialgold.org
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PHOENIX (AP) — An
American Airlines flight
was diverted and two
women arrested in Phoe-
nix after authorities say
one of the women spit on
a fellow passenger who
asked them to stop us-
ing racial slurs in their
conversation and the
other slapped his hand
when he started record-
ing them.

American Airlines
said the flight from Dal-
las-Fort Worth to Los
Angeles when it was
diverted to Sky Harbor
International Airport on
Thursday around 5:15
p.m. because of an on-
flight altercation.

When the flight land-

ed, officers with the
Phoenix Police Depart-
ment arrested Kelly
Pichardo, 30, and Lee-
za Rodriguez, 29, both
from the Bronx, New
York, saying they verbal-
ly and physically assault-
ed other passengers and
crew members.

Phoenix Police Sgt.
Mercedes Fortune said
the women were using
racial slurs when a male
passenger asked them to
stop using the language.
Pichardo allegedly spit
at the man, who then be-
gan recording them.

Fortune said Rodri-
guez then hit the man’s
hand to stop him from
recording.

SARIN & TAO FAMILY
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC.

Providing Patient Friendly Access for Efficient,
Timely and High Quality Medical Care

Brindar Acceso Amigable Para El Paciente Para Una Atencion
Médica Eficiente, Oportuna y De Alta Calidad

(September- April)

e Sports Physical

e FamilyPACT

(septiembre a abril)

e Fisico deportivo

e FamilyPACT

e |mmigration Medical Examination °
e [aboratory Services/Blood Draws
e DOT/DMV Medical Examination °

e Botox Cosmetic Injection °

e Medicare Home Visit

e Comprehensive Vaccination
Program for Children & Adults (VFC)

e Examen médico integral °
e Manejo integral de la diabetes o
e Sitio de prueba de Covid-19

e Sitio de vacunacién Covld-19 o
e Vacunacion anual contra la influenza °

¢ Inyeccion cosmeética de Botox

e Visita domiciliaria de Medicare

e Programa de vacunacion integral
para nifios y adultos (VFC)

Phoenix police arrest 2 women
after argument diverts flight

Rodriguez faces
charges of assault and
disorderly conduct and
Pichardo faces a charge
of disorderly conduct.

Online court records
did not indicate wheth-
er the women have at-
torneys who could com-
ment on the allegations
on their behalf.

American Airlines
spokesperson Derek
Walls called the women’s
behavior “disturbing and
unacceptable” and said
in a statement that they
were placed on their “in-
ternal refuse list pending
further investigation.”

The flight continued to
Los Angeles and arrived
without further incident.

Vincen: V. Soun, MD MFH MAJOR
Fumily Physician Board Cerillied
Carthlicads por bs Juna de bidices de Familia

Vaccination for Covid-19 and
Flu Are Now Available Here

e Comprehensive Medical e PAP Smear
Examination e Trigger Point Injections

e Comprehensive Diabetes e |V Hydration
Management * Basic Wound Care &

e Covid-19 Testing Site Sutures

e Covid-19 Vaccination Site e Ear Lavages

¢ Yearly Flu Vaccination ¢ Testosterone

Replacement Therapy

Basic Pain Medication
Injection

Antibiotic Injection
Vitamin B12 Injection

Vacunacion Covid-19 y
Influenza Estan Disponibles Aqui

Prueba de Papanicolaou

Inyecciones en puntos
gatillo

Hidratacion IV
Suturas y cuidado basico

de heridas

e Examen médico de inmigracion e |avados de oido
e Servicios de laboratorio / e Terapia de reemplazo de
Extracciones de sangre testosterona
e Examen médico del DOT / DMV ¢ Inyeccion de analgésicos
basicos

¢ |nyeccion de antibidticos

Accepting
New Patients

Walk-ins Welcome

¢ |nyeccion de vitamina
B12

Aceptando
Pacientes Nuevos
Bienvenidos
sin cita previa
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